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I didn’t know that!
WOW,

What WBD does for 
Small Businesses: 
Money Saving Financing for Owner Occupied Real Estate and Equipment

 Visit the WBD Booth for more information.
 Contact Lance Walter, SVP Marketing and Communications at

lwalter@wbd.org
 Or Visit wbd.org/opportunity funds for more information and an application.

What being good at #1 lets WBD do:
Invest in Other Economic Development Activities that Help Grow Businesses and Create 
Jobs. Like What?

• Small Business Incubators
• Technical Assistance Providers that provide grants and/or entrepreneurial or training

programs to small businesses or scholarship assistance to those who wish to
participate. WWBBDD  iiss  pprroouudd  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  WWEEDDAA  aaggaaiinn  iinn  22002233!!

• Workforce development or job training programs
• Studies that enable or document local economic development options
• Other creative ideas that align with our mission to grow businesses, create jobs	and

build communities.

How much is available?
The amount we have to invest varies from year to year. In 2022, we invested over 
$420,000! Typical WBD investments range from $5,000 to $50,000.

Who can Apply?
Non	Profit	Organizations	undertaking	efforts	in	Wisconsin.

1
2

3 How to
find out more
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EARLY PROGRAMMING

Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2023   |    3:00 pm – 4:30 pm   | Hyatt Regency – Regency AB
Open to registered conference attendees

Wisconsin CRA Network Economic Development Banker’s Roundtable
Designed specifically for the banking community, Wisconsin’s Small Business Development Center (SBDC) and the Ethnic 
and Diverse Business Coalition (EDBC) will discuss CRA best practices for lending, service, and investments. 
Brought to you by the FDIC and WEDA, speakers will focus on the needs of small businesses, Chambers of Commerce and 
Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) throughout Wisconsin. They will share strategies for reaching 
Black, Hispanic, Hmong, and Native American entrepreneurs.  You will  also meet two, newly assigned Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) Community Affairs Officers who serve Wisconsin.   
Attendees are welcome to join the opening reception of WEDA’s 2023 Governor’s Conference  on Economic Development 
at the Milwaukee County Historical Society from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.

Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2023   |   9:30 pm - 2:30 pm   | Hyatt Regency – Regency AB
This is an optional program - Separate registration fee is required

Real Estate Project Analysis: Historic Building Redevelopment to Greenfield Development
Across Wisconsin, economic developers are working on a variety of real estate development and redevelopment projects in 
their communities.  Often there are challenges in addressing a financial gap or working through an approval process.  What 
are the essential components that need to be in place for a project to move forward, whether promoted by a community or 
introduced by a developer?  
Through this course, participants will learn important aspects of analyzing real estate projects looking at  a broad range of 
project types in a variety of settings.  Financial and gap analysis concepts will be presented along with an introduction to 
programs and resources that can be used to address gaps. Project examples will be used throughout the course to reinforce 
concepts to highlight best practices.  Participants will have an opportunity to work in small groups to try out their new skills 
and to discuss challenges and opportunities in their communities. 

Kristen Fish- Peterson, | 
CEcD, Principal & CEO

Redevelopment Resources, LLC

Carol Maria 
Community Affairs 

Specialist 
FDIC

Steve Kuehl 
Community Affairs 

Officer 
OCC

Mary Perry 
President & CEO 

WEDA

Bon Wikenheiser
Associate Director 

Institute of Business and 
Entrepreneurship  

- UW System

Marjorie Rucker 
Chair, EDBC 

Executive Director 
The Business Council, 

Inc.

Todd Hutchison
Founder & Owner

Wisconsin Redevelopment, LLC

Stewart M. Wangard
CEO

Chairman & Founder Wangard

SPEAKERS

GUEST SPEAKERS
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Hello, I am so glad you’re here!

Did you know that, according to Causeiq.com there are currently 
over 9,500 economic development organizations within the United States?

Within our great state, there are over 213 development organizations. 
These organizations work tirelessly every day to move their communities 

forward. Combined, these economic development organizations employ more than 850 talented 
individuals. Combined with local government and organizations such as chamber of commerce 
and utility cooperatives, the number of professionals involved in the field and their importance 
cannot be overemphasized. Many of these individuals are members of the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Association (WEDA).

In Wisconsin, it is reassuring to know that WEDA is a valued, statewide resource that our many 
economic development organizations can rely on when they need help. The planners of the 
2023 WEDA Governors Conference have put together an outstanding agenda aimed at helping 
attendees better position themselves for growth.  
 
It has been my honor to serve as the Chairperson of the WEDA Board of Directors and to 
work with so many caring and talented individuals who help move the organization forward. 
WEDA knows we can’t do it alone! Only through collaboration with you do we attain our vision. 
Thank you for your ongoing support! Without it, WEDA could not continue its mission of 
being a catalyst that enhances economic development in Wisconsin through our professional 
development, networking, and advocacy programs.

Enjoy the Conference!

Donna Walker
Dairyland Power Cooperative

Donna Walker
Board Chair
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2023
9:30 am – 
2:30 pm

Regency 
AB

WEDA Academy Program   Pre-registration required
Real Estate Project Analysis:  Historic Building Redevelopment to Greenfield Development
Across Wisconsin, economic developers are working on a variety of real estate development and redevelopment projects 
in their communities.  Often there are challenges in addressing a financial gap or working through an approval process.  
What are the essential components that need to be in place for a project to move forward, whether promoted by a 
community or introduced by a developer?  
Through this course, participants will learn important aspects of analyzing real estate projects looking at a broad range 
of project types in a variety of settings.  Financial and gap analysis concepts will be presented along with an introduction 
to programs and resources that can be used to address gaps.  Project examples will be used throughout the course to 
reinforce concepts to highlight best practices.  Participants will have an opportunity to work in small groups to try out 
their new skills and to discuss challenges and opportunities in their communities.

Guest Speakers:
•	 Kristen Fish-Peterson, CEcD, Principal & CEO, Redevelopment Resources
•	 Todd Hutchison, Founder and Owner, Wisconsin Redevelopment, LLC
•	 Stewart M. Wangard, CEO, Chairman and Founder, Wangard Group

2:30 pm Networking Break
3:00 pm 

– 
4:30 pm

Regency 
AB

WEDA CRA Network Banker’s Round-Table 
Designed specifically for the banking community, Wisconsin’s Small Business Development Center (SBDC) and the Ethnic 
and Diverse Business Coalition (EDBC) will discuss CRA best practices for lending, service, and investments. 
Brought to you by the FDIC and WEDA, speakers will focus on the needs of small businesses, Chambers of Commerce 
and Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) throughout Wisconsin. They will share strategies for 
reaching Black, Hispanic, Hmong, and Native American entrepreneurs.  You will also meet two, newly assigned Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) Community Affairs Officers serving Wisconsin.   
Attendees are welcome to join the opening reception of WEDA’s 2023 Governor’s Conference on Economic 
Development at the Milwaukee County Historical Society from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. 

Guest Speakers:
•	 Carol Maria, Community Affairs Specialist, FDIC
•	 Steve Kuehl, Community Affairs Off icer, OCC
•	 Mary Perry, President & CEO, WEDA
•	 Bon Wikenheiser, Associate Director, Institute of Business and Entrepreneurship - UW System
•	 Marjorie Rucker, Chair, EDBC Executive Director, The Business Council, Inc.

5:00 pm 
– 

7:00 pm

Conference Keystone Opening Reception at Milwaukee County Historical Society Museum
910 N Doctor M.L.K. Jr. Drive, Milwaukee

Join us to celebrate Wisconsin’s 175th Anniversary at the Museum  
located directly across the street from the front entrance of the Hyatt. 

9:00 pm 
–  

11:00 pm

Networking Hospitality Suite – Hyatt Regency Grand Suite – 17th Floor
Games start at 9:30 pm!!

All attendees are Welcomed!

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY
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 THURSDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 2, 2023 
7:30 am
Regency

CD

Registration / Continental Breakfast/WEDA Networking Expo Opens

8:30 AM
Regency

AB

Welcome to Milwaukee!
Peggy Williams-Smith, President & CEO, VISIT Milwaukee & 2022 Community Leader of the Year

Governor’s Opening Address
Governor Tony Evers

9:00 am CONFERENCE KEYNOTE ADDRESS        
Looking Forward
Secretary Hughes will highlight the state’s recent economic gains and chart a course for future growth.
Secretary Missy Hughes, Chief Executive Off icer, Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

9:45 am WEDA Awards Presentation 
Frederick C. Pearce Award 
 

10:00 am
Regency 

CD

WEDA Expo & Networking Break

10:30 am

Regency 
AB

Historic Tax Credits:  Boosting Preservation, Community Revitalization and Economic Impact for Wisconsin
This presentation is relevant to economic development professionals, community planners, developers, historic property 
owners, real estate brokers, historic preservationists, and municipal leaders who want to learn more about utilizing 
vacant and/or historic buildings in their communities. Through examples drawn from small towns and large cities, this 
workshop will demonstrate the value of historic tax credits as economic development tools such as providing incentives 
to invest in older structures, stabilizing neighborhoods, adding vibrancy to commercial districts, and creating local jobs 
for skilled workers.
Moderator:  Kathryn Berger, Client Services Director, CG Schmidt, Inc.
Speakers:  
•	 Matt Jarosz, Executive Director, Wisconsin Trust for Historic Preservation
•	 Jen Davel, VP Midwest Regional Director, Heritage Consulting Group
•	 Brad Elmer, Managing Director, Baker Tilly Municipal Advisors

11:15am

Regency 
AB

Show Me the Money!
In this public resource panel, led by Melissa Hunt of Vierbicher, you’ll learn about funding opportunities at the 
municipal, state and federal level and you’ll meet program managers from DOT and WEDC. Roselynn Bittorf 
and Natanael Martinez will run through current DOT and WEDC programs for your community and business 
development projects.
Moderator:  Melissa Hunt, Municipal Services Department Manager, Vierbicher & Associates
Panelists:  
•	 Natanael Martinez, Regional Economic Development Director, Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation 
•	 Roselynn Bittorf, Transportation Economic Assistance Program Manager, Wisconsin Department of Transportation

12:00 pm 
Noon

Lakeshore
Room

Keystone FIRE Networking Luncheon
                             with
Early Bird Registration Drawing Sponsored by WWBIC

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON, FEBRUARY 2, 2023
1:00 pm

   
Regency 

AB

Put Wisconsin’s Airports to Work and Watch Our Economy Soar
Wisconsin’s eight passenger-service airports are already economic development powerhouses, but they can boost 
our economy even more if we really put them to work.  From air freight to air service development to increasing 
international interest in our state through commerce and tourism, we’ll look at Wisconsin’s airports from an entirely 
different perspective.
Moderator:  Dave Kircher, Principal, Phoenix Advisors 
Featured Speaker:  Patricia Rowe, C.M., Director Air Service Development, MKE Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport

1:45 pm 
– 

2:20 pm

Executive
Ballroom

Regency 
AB

HIGH IMPACT BREAKOUT SESSIONS  (2)

1.	 Are You Ready for Life-Experienced Entrepreneurs?  
More than 37 million people over the age of 50 are at risk of not having enough income to meet their basic needs. 
AARP Foundation’s Work for Yourself@50+ makes it easy for older adults to explore self-employment options to 
increase their financial stability. Learn about these no cost resources and how they can benefit the local community 
and small business owners. 

                Speakers:  
                 •  Amber Miller, Associate State Director of Community Outreach, AARP 
                 •  Darrin Wasnieski, Associate State Director of Community Outreach, AARP

2.	 Community Transformation Despite Limited Resources   
       Although there were a lot of elements that led to Oconomowoc’s transformation, there are items that many  
       communities have the opportunity to explore given limited resources:  
       1) have & implement a plan; 2) remove barriers; 3) destination building; 4) establish business resources and  
       5) foster partnerships.  The images are of Oconomowoc, however, the activities, projects  
       and programs can be replicated in communities large and small throughout Wisconsin.
               Speaker:  Bob Duffy, Economic Development Director, City of Oconomowoc

2:20 pm Redevelopment Resources Expo and Networking Break

2:45 pm
–

3:30 pm

Executive 
Ballroom

Regency 
AB

HIGH IMPACT BREAKOUT SESSIONS  (2)

1.	 Politics and the Economy:  Advocacy & the Impact of Economic Development Policy in Wisconsin  
Learn how to prepare a more effective lobbying message on the local, state and federal levels.  Participants will gain 
effective legislative advocacy skills, learn how the legislature works and become more engaged in local, state and 
federal levels.

                Speakers:   
                •   Michael Welsh, VP of Legislative Affairs & Communications, Wisconsin Economic Development Association    
                •   James Bohl, Director of Intergovernmental Relations, City of Milwaukee  
                •   Robert Dennik, Vice President, VJS Construction Services 

2.	 Steps to Generating New, Diverse Housing in Small Communities  
       Like many communities, Fort Atkinson (current population 12,500) experienced consistent population and housing  
       growth for several decades leading up to 2008-09 and very little since that time.  Leveraging many different tools and  
       resources, the City is now poised to generate new diverse housing opportunities in the community. These proactive  
       economic development initiatives can be replicated as a model for other small communities around the state that are in  
       desperate need of creating new diverse housing starts and overcoming the challenges faced post-Great Recession in 
       waiting for the private sector to lead new housing growth in the community.
               Speakers:  
                •   Ben Rohr, Planner, Vandewalle & Associates
                •   Rebecca Houseman Lemire, City Manager, City of Fort Atkinson
                •   Andy Selle, P.E., Director of Public Works, City of Fort Atkinson
                •   Chris Scherer, City Council President, City of Fort Atkinson
                •   Brian Munson, Principal Planner, Vandewalle & Associates

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY
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See P. 22 for Course Details!

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, FEBRUARY 2, 2023
3:35 pm

 – 
4:20 pm

Executive 
Ballroom

Regency 
AB

HIGH IMPACT BREAKOUT SESSIONS   (2)

1.	 Covering All the Bases:  Attraction, Retention & Education  
From the perspective that every student, intern and recent hire needs to be shown all of the outstanding amenities, 
employers and opportunities in your city, Envision Greater Fond du Lac is covering all the bases! Whether it’s high 
school students about to graduate with no post-graduation plans, current college interns working in your city for the 
summer, or recent hires, it’s imperative to roll out the red carpet and show them all your community has to offer! 
Learn about three programs that do just that.

                Speakers:   
               •   Lisa McArthur, Senior Director of Business Attraction, Envision Greater Fond du Lac   
                •   Bernadette Ericksen, Director of Business Client Services, Envision Greater Fond du Lac

1.	 Redevelopment Obstacles: “You’ll Never Guess What Happened...”  
       Every redevelopment project comes with its own set of interesting experiences, obstacles, and challenges to solve.  
       Hear some of those interesting details from direct experience by those who have stories to tell. Problem-solving  
       through challenges and finding solutions on the fly makes redevelopment of certain sites and buildings  
       professionally rewarding. Overcoming obstacles takes patience and creativity. As we like to say, every challenge  
       deserves a unique solution. Attendees will learn to dig deep into their professional networks and experience  
       to think their way through common and uncommon obstacles to redeveloping challenging sites, buildings, and  
       neighborhoods.                
              Speakers:  
                •   Kristen Fish-Peterson, Principal & CEO, Redevelopment Resources
                •   Jeff Stone, Regional Infrastructure Consultant and VP, Kapur  
                •   Travis Peterson, Associate & Economic Development Manager, Kapur 

4:30 pm 
Regency 

AB

  WEDA Annual Membership Meeting 

5:00 pm
 – 

6:00 pm
Regency 

CD

 Baker Tilly Keystone Networking Reception – Hyatt Regency    
All attendees are Welcome!  

8:00 pm
 –  

Midnight

Networking Hospitality Suite – Hyatt Regency Grand Suite – 17th Floor
175th Anniversary shot at 10:00 PM!

All attendees are Welcome! 

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

•	 Study the building blocks of 
economic development 

•	 Understand economic development 
concepts, methods, and practices 

•	 Join us for the four-day course in 
Green Bay, WI
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY  3, 2023
7:30 AM
Regency 

CD

FIRE Keystone Breakfast  -  WEDA Networking Expo

8:30 am

Regency 
AB

Friday Morning Welcome
Mayor Cavalier Johnson, City of Milwaukee 

Workforce Attraction:  Perspectives from the Community, Company & Employees
As the landscape for talent remains tight and highly competitive; join a robust conversation from different perspectives on 
what can give our communities, our businesses and even our employees the “leg up” on attraction, engagement, and retention.  
Moderator:  Heather Turner Loth, MCR.w, Practice Leader - Project Development, Principal, EUA
Distinguished Guests:
•	 Lafayette Crump, Commissioner, Department of City Development, City of Milwaukee
•	 Lori Richards, CEO, Mueller Communications, LLC
•	 Kari Atkinson, SHRM-CP, Vice President of People & Culture, ManpowerGroup

9:30 am 

Regency 
AB

The Business Case for Public Investment in Early Childhood Education
The economic impact of the childcare shortage in Wisconsin costs our state’s businesses more than a billion dollars in 
lost productivity and has made it more difficult to fill the more than 200,000 open jobs in the state. COVID-relief funds 
used to support childcare providers expires in January 2024. Without a substantial investment from the public combined 
with a strong partnership with businesses and the community, our state faces a childcare catastrophe. 
Moderator:  Chris Hardie, CEO, 7 Rivers Alliance
Speakers:
•	 Ruth Schmidt, Executive Director, Wisconsin Early Childhood Association
•	 Priya Bhatia, Policy Initiatives Advisor, Wisconsin Department of Children & Families
•	 Paul Scharfman, President, Specialty Cheese Company
•	 Angel Whitehead, President & CEO, Centergy, Inc.

10:15 am
Regency 

CD  

 ‘Last Call for Networking’ -   Raphael Industries Refreshment Break

10:30 am

Regency 
AB

Housing Development – Reaching the Finish Line
Bringing housing development to fruition is more challenging than ever in the current market environment.  A diverse 
panel of stakeholders will share how they affect change through research, education, and advocacy, to find equitable 
solutions that serve common interests.  This segment will provide best practices for identifying specific housing needs, 
public-private development collaboration, and creative funding sources. 
 Moderator: Sarah Hillenbrand, General Capital Group
 Speakers:  
•	 David Weiss, Partner, General Capital Group
•	 Dave Porterfield, Senior Advisor, Movin’ Out’ Inc.
•	 Deb Reinbold, President-ThriveED & Executive Director, Jefferson County Economic Development Consortium

11:15 am 

Regency 
AB

 Developing a Data-Informed Regional Talent Attraction Strategy 
Our special guest, Susan Koehn, a senior consultant at Lightcast (formerly EMSI/Emsi Burning Glass), a global leader 
in labor market analytics, brings you this can’t-miss glimpse into using data to craft your community’s talent attraction 
strategy.  You’ll gain an understanding of the labor market data insights that are most relevant to your region’s talent 
attraction goals and how to target the right talent with authentic messaging about your community to fill key skills gaps.  
A partnership between the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) and the state’s nine Regional 
Planning Commissions (RPCs) make Lightcast Developer data available to eligible  
economic development organizations.
Moderator:  Rebecca Gries, Vice President, Corporate Attraction & Expansion, Milwaukee 7 (M7)
Guest Speaker:  Susan Koehn, Senior Consultant, Lightcast

12:00 pm
Regency 

AB 

Governor’s Conference - Closing Remarks

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY
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CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS
	 Booth	 Exhibitor

	 1	 Ehlers
			   ehlers-inc.com

	 2	 IFF
			   iff.org

	 3	 WI Dept. of Tourism
			   outdoorrecreation.wi.gov

	 4	 WBD, Inc.
			   wbd.org

	 5	 Redevelopment Resources
			   redevelopment-resources.com

	 6	 Charter Communications
			   charter.com

	 7	 Vierbicher
			   Vierbicher.com

	 8	 AARP Wisconsin
			   aarp.org

	 9	 Baker Tilly
			   bakertilly.com

	 10	 Wisconsin Center for Employee Ownership
			   eoxnetwork.org

	 11	 US Bank
			   usbank.com

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

	 Booth	 Exhibitor

	 12	 WI Women’s Business Initiative Corporation			

		  wwbic.com

	 13	 ViaRail
			   viarailengineering.com

	 14	 Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation
			   wedc.org

	 15	 Kapur	
			   kapurinc.com

	 16	 UW Institute for Business & Entrepreneurship
			   business.wisconsin.edu

	 17	 First American Capital					   
			   aiccw-facc.org 

	 18	 Place Dynamics						    
			   placedynamics.com

	 19	 Excel Engineering
			   excelengineering.com

	 20	 Wisconsin Economic Development Association
			   weda.org

	 21	 MEDC
			   medconline.com

	 22	 General Mitchell International Airport
			    mitchellairport.com

112023 Governor’s Conference on Economic Development  |  The Past, Present, and Future of Economic Growth in Wisconsin



C   

B

A

A B C

GILPATRICK

BYRON KILBOURN

BISTRO 333

PREFUNCTION

WOMENMEN

FIRST FLOOR

REGENCY   BALLROOM

B C

DA

PREFUNCTION

ESCALATOR

COAT CHECK

ELEVATORS

WOMEN MEN

BRIDGE  ACCESS

ATRIUM

SOLOMON
JUNEAU

PERE
MARQUETTE

SKYWALK TO WISCONSIN CENTER
& THE AVENUE

CRYSTAL

WOMEN MEN

BAR 333

SECOND FLOOR

MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE
FOYER

B

A

D C B A

EXECUTIVE BALLROOM

LAKESHORE BALLROOM

VUE-21 ST  FLOOR

ELEVATORS

RESTROOM

VUE
NORTH

VUE
EAST

PREFUNCTION

WOMEN

MEN

THIRD FLOOR

MANAGERS SUITE

STORAGE

Rooftop

HYATT REGENCY MILWAUKEE

Special thanks to our 2023 Governor’s Conference Planning Team 
Calli Berg

Milwaukee County

Brad Elmer
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR-ELECT

Wisconsin has a rich history of entrepreneurs whose vision was to start their 
very own business.  These entrepreneurs created manufacturing, technology, 
agricultural, and retail businesses that met the needs of the past and present. 

In the future, new entrepreneurs and existing businesses will step forward with new products and 
services tailored to the next emerging market or make improvements to existing products.

Critical to the success of Wisconsin’s economic growth are the economic development specialists 
and partners!  Dedicated local and regional economic development specialists work hand-in-
hand with entrepreneurs, startups, and existing businesses.  Financial institutions, state and 
federal agencies, and local governments assist in the financial and infrastructure capacities to 
make Wisconsin’s economic development opportunities grow.

The Wisconsin Economic Development Association is the BEST example of how partners from 
a wide array of economic development interests collaborate and share their talent with others.  
WEDA’s training and networking opportunities ensure economic development specialists have 
the tools to contribute towards Wisconsin’s future economic growth.

I look forward to continuing to be part of the WEDA team and your next WEDA Board 
Chair.  Let’s all work together to attract, retain, and expand economic development throughout 
Wisconsin!

Sheldon Johnson
Executive Director
Northwest Regional Planning Commission

Sheldon Johnson
Board Chair-Elect
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO

Welcome and thank you for attending the Governor’s Conference! 

If you’re a long-time attendee, I’m sure you’re as excited as I am to see old friends and meet new and 
emerging leaders in our field. Plus, you’ll be impressed with our continued excellence in programming.  

If you’re new here, I promise you’ll leave with increased industry knowledge and will have formed valuable connections 
through our many opportunities to network with other community and economic development professionals as well as 
those in related industries.   While you’re here, I hope you’ll make the most of your breaks, receptions and the awesome 
hospitality suite hosted by CG Schmidt and Vierbicher!

We have a super line-up for you this year!  We start off with a message from Governor Evers and WEDC Secretary Missy 
Hughes who will help us give a warm WEDA reception to this year’s Frederick C. Pearce Award Winner.  This award is 
given to a leader in our field who has made significant contributions to our industry.  The competition was very stiff this 
year with four stand-out nominations. 

After celebrating, we jump right into the thick of economic development in the Badger State.  WEDA thanks our 
members who submitted session proposals on topics covering housing, workforce, childcare, real estate redevelopment, 
financial resources, entrepreneurship, state airports’ economic impact, community revitalization and more. Our dedicated 
conference planning committee combed through the many submissions, picked the best-of-the-best and assembled a 
dynamite series of sessions for you.  You will hear from industry leaders, seasoned economic developers and esteemed guest 
speakers on critical issues facing our state today.  

But there’s more!  On Friday, we kick things off with an esteemed panel of distinguished industry thought leaders 
featuring Heather Turner Loth of Eppstein Uhen Architects.  We delve deeply into perspectives on talent attraction from 
all sides – the community, the company and the employees.  We explore investment in early childhood education, discuss 
workforce housing challenges and opportunities and close the morning with distinguished guest speaker, Susan Koehn of 
Lightcast speaking on data-informed regional talent attraction strategies.  This one you can’t miss!

Some of you have expressed a desire to maximize your networking opportunities at our events.  You can do so by being 
strategic during receptions meals and breaks in the WEDA Networking Expo area. I hope I can say ‘Hi’ to each of you there!

Finally, if you have interest in serving on a WEDA committee or our board in the future, find any current board member 
or officer in the hall and let them know you want to play a bigger role in WEDA!  Look for nametag ribbons designating 
board of directors. If you’re not currently a member, stop by our exhibit! By joining WEDA, you can leverage key resources 
and training, impact state policies and build an extensive professional network.   
Plus, your membership offers discounted prices on just about every event.  

Thank you so much for attending and have a super productive and fun conference!

Mary Perry 
President & CEO
Wisconsin Economic Development Association 

Mary Perry
President & CEO

Join 
WEDA!
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Over Mary’s 40-year professional career, her service to the State of Wisconsin spanned 26 years at 
the Wisconsin Department of Commerce and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation 
(WEDC).  Mary wrapped up her career as the Vice President of Business and Community 
Development at WEDC in 2022.

Mary began in state service in 1996 as a Senior Underwriter for the Department of Commerce.  She quickly earned 
recognition across the state among business, economic development organizations, private lenders, and from Commerce 
management, for her attention to detail, astuteness of program requirements, and a strong commitment to customer service.

In 2011, Mary accepted the role of Regional Economic Development Director for WEDC.  Over the years, she was 
promoted to Senior Director and finally to the Vice President of Business and Community Development overseeing 
critical functions of WEDC.  Most notably, Mary is recognized as a key collaborator and co-founder of the Main Street 
Bounceback Program supporting nearly 8,000 small businesses across the state.  

No matter where you go across the state, you can find business and community projects that passed over Mary’s careful 
review and came to fruition through Mary’s passion for growing Wisconsin’s prosperity. 

Opening Address: Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers
In November, 2022, the people of Wisconsin re-elected Tony Evers (Ē-vers) the 46th governor 
of Wisconsin. Prior to his election, he served as the Wisconsin State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction winning statewide elections in 2009, 2013, and 2017. With over three decades of 
public education experience, Governor Evers has dedicated his life to fighting for Wisconsin’s kids 
and serving the people of Wisconsin.
As a life-long educator, the governor believes in bringing people together to solve the problems 
facing our state and putting the people of Wisconsin first.

He began his career in 1976 and has served Wisconsin students, parents, and citizens all over Wisconsin in Tomah, 
Oakfield, Verona, and Oshkosh.
Born and raised in Plymouth, Wisconsin, Governor Evers graduated from Plymouth High School and earned his 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degree in educational administration from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He 
is married to his high school sweetheart, Kathy, an educator. They are parents of three adult children, all public school 
graduates, and have nine grandchildren.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Secretary Missy Hughes,  
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation 
Melissa “Missy” Hughes is secretary and CEO of Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation, Wisconsin’s lead economic development organization.  Before joining WEDC in 
October 2019, she was general counsel and chief mission officer at Organic Valley.
 Her previous positions include associate attorney at the firm of Holland & Hart, where she 
practiced in the areas of natural resources, construction litigation and corporate business 
transactions. She served on the boards of the Environmental Working Group and the Organic 

Trade Association, where she was a three-term board president. The U.S. Secretary of Agriculture appointed Hughes to 
the USDA Advisory Committee on Agriculture and Biotechnology in the 21st Century. 
Ms. Hughes received her Bachelor of Arts in political science from Georgetown University and Juris Doctor degree from 
the University of Wyoming College of Law.

This award recognizes an individual whose leadership has made exceptional contributions 
to the f ield of economic development. 

FREDERICK C. PEARCE AWARD

Mary Gage
Retired – Formerly 
Wisconsin Economic 

Development 
Corporation

FEATURED SPEAKERS
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Learn more: business.wisconsin.edu

The UW System Institute for Business & Entrepreneurship helps 
entrepreneurs, businesses and economic development professionals to 
achieve their goals through small business technical assistance and 
local economic reports.

Make a client referral: Partner with us:

YOUR PARTNER.  
YOUR CHOICE.
The Rural Wisconsin Health Cooperative 

(RWHC) has been providing affordable 

and effective services to healthcare 

organizations since 1979. RWHC is owned 

and operated by forty-four, rural acute, 

general medical-surgical hospitals. The 

Cooperative's emphasis on developing 

a collaborative network among both 

freestanding and system affiliated rural 

hospitals distinguishes it from alternative 

approaches. RWHC offers a variety of 

programs and services to its members as 

well as to other clients across the nation. 

W W W . R W H C . C O M
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LEADING  
WITH PURPOSE

The 51 local utilities that make  

up WPPI Energy are guiding the 

way when it comes to reliable, 

affordable, responsible electricity, 

forward-thinking services and 

effective advocacy. Together,  

they help their communities thrive.

wppienergy.org 

MILWAUKEE // MADISON // CGSCHMIDT.COM

Building Wisconsin Communities  
For Over 100 Years 
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Your 
Partner in 
Economic 
Development Members Succeed Together

By joining WEDA, you can leverage key resources and 
training, impact state policies and build an extensive  

professional network of industry leaders and economic 
development professionals who share the same mission –  

growing Wisconsin.

As the “Voice of Economic Development”,  
WEDA is dedicated to developing, advocating  

or, and educating state and local leaders on  
economic development tools critical to 

growing local economies.

Economic and Community Developers
Architectural and Design Firms
Bankers
Chambers of Commerce  
City, County, and Towns Officials 
Community Planners wwConstruction Services 
Companies 
Economic Development Consultants 
Engineering Companies 
Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing Contractors
Non-profits
Regional Planning Commissions
Regional Economic Development Partners (EDOs) 
Residential, Commercial, and Retail Developers
State Agencies 
Universities and Technical Colleges 
Utility Companies 
Workforce Development Professionals

For over 45 years, the Wisconsin Economic Development Association 
(WEDA) has represented the economic development interests of both the 
private and public sectors through advocacy, education, and leadership on 
statewide initiatives. Driven by the needs of our members, we are committed 
to providing the resources and tools to promote economic prosperity in  
Wisconsin. WEDA is proud of our history, our growing list of accomplish-
ments, and our past, current, and future efforts that make it possible for 
economic development professionals and organizations to be successful.  
We look forward to you becoming our newest member.  
Welcome to the WEDA family!
 

WEDA?

Our members 
are professionals 

from every 
area of  

economic
development

WHY JOIN
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Course topics include:
•	 What is economic development and the role of an economic developer
•	 Managing a local economic development organization
•	 Ethics
•	 Growing from within – small business development & entrepreneurship
•	 Marketing & attraction
•	 Community & neighborhood development
•	 Strategic planning for economic development
•	 Workforce development
•	 Business finance
•	 Real estate development & reuse

Completion of the Basic Economic Development Course fulfills one of the pre-requisites for those who wish to 
pursue the Certified Economic Developer Designation (CEcD) through the Economic Development Council 
(IEDC). 

The next Wisconsin Basic Economic Development Course will be held at the Radisson Hotel and Conference 
Center, an Oneida Nation-owned property, in Green Bay, May 1-4, 2023.  Scholarships may be available. Registration 
opens next month!

Economic Development 101 (ED101)
The ED 101 curriculum is designed as a three-hour training session specifically for local elected  
officials on the issues affecting your city or county. 

Would you like your public officials, board members and residents to better understand and  
support economic development efforts?   Then this is a program designed for you! 

Stop by our exhibit table to learn more and schedule an ED 101 in your community.

The Wisconsin Basic Economic Development Course 
(BEDC) provides an understanding of the basic 
concepts, theories, methods and practices of economic 
development. Currently, Wisconsin boasts having 27 
IEDC Certified Economic Developers throughout the 
state.  Many began their journey towards this prestigious 
credential by completing the Wisconsin BEDC. 

Do you want to start your path to certification? Or, if 
you are new to the industry, do you wish for a better 
overall understanding?  The BEDC is designed to 
provide an understanding of the basic concepts, theories, 
methods and practice of economic development. 

Wisconsin Basic Economic Development Course (BEDC)

•	 Study the building blocks of 
economic development 

•	 Understand economic development 
concepts, methods, and practices 

•	 Join us for the four-day course in 
Green Bay, WI

Join 
WEDA!
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2023 GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ATTENDEES 

ATTENDEE LISTING OF THOSE REGISTERED BY 1.23.2023
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Heidi Price
Account Executive, Wisconsin
BEAR Construction MKE
Milwaukee, WI

Marta Purdy
Director
Baker Tilly Public Sector Advisory
Madison, WI

Jarod Rachu
Community and Economic 
Development Director
City of Waupaca
Waupaca, WI

Pepi Randolph
Vice President of Business 
Development
Greenfire Management Services	
Milwaukee, WI

Ashwini Rao
Alliant Energy
Madison, WI  

John Regetz
Director, Economic Development
City of Franklin, WI
Franklin, WI  

Deborah Reinbold
Interim Executive Director
Jefferson County Economic 
Development Consortium
Jefferson, WI

Ivan Reyes
Small Business Specialist
US Bank	
Milwaukee, WI

Lori Richards
CEO
Mueller Communications

Fausto E.	Rivera
Madison, WI

Alejandro Rodriguez
Milwaukee, WI

Edward Roeger
Strategic Performance Director 
WEDC
Madison, WI

Ben Rohr	
Assistant Planner
Vandewalle & Associates
Madison, WI

Frank Roman
Economic Development Advisor
Ehlers & Associates, Inc.
Waukesha, WI  

Jim Rosenberg
Regional Economic 
Development Director
WEDC
Rhinelander, WI

Carol Roth
Executive Director
Driftless Development INC	
Prairie du Chien, WI

Patricia Rowe
Director Air Service Development
Milwaukee Mitchell  
International Airport
Milwaukee, WI

Nicole Ryf
Executive Director
Waukesha County  
Center for Growth
Waukesha, WI  

Dayna Sarver
Development Specialist
Redevelopment Resources LLC
Verona, WI

Paul Scharfman 
President	
Specialty Cheese Company
Reeseville, WI

Chris Scherer
City Council President
City of Fort Atkinson
Fort Atkinson, WI

Kathleen Schilling
Executive Director
Ozaukee Economic Development
Port Washington, WI

Kathy Schlieve
City of Waupun
Waupun, WI

Patrick Schloss
Economic Development  
Executive Director
City of West Allis
West Allis, WI

Gary Schmid
CFO
First Ring Industrial 
Redevelopment Enterprise
West Allis, WI

Ruth Schmidt
Executive Director
Wisconsin Early  
Childhood Association
Fitchburg, WI

Zac Schneider
Senior Credit Analyst
WBD: Your Business  
Finance Resource
Oshkosh, WI

Megan Schreier
JCW Development 
Beaver Dam, WI

Jason Scott
Regional Economic Development & 
Downtown Development Director
WEDC
Madison, WI

Andy Selle
City Engineer
City of Fort Atkinson
Fort Atkinson, WI
Douglas Seymour

Director of  
Community Development
City of Oak Creek
Oak Creek, WI

Jay Shambeau
West Bend, WI

Katy Sinnott
VP, International  
Business Development
WEDC
Madison, WI

Clarissa Skenandore
Administrative Assistant
First American Capital 
Corporation, Inc.
Hales Corners, WI

Heather Smith
Regional Economic  
Development Director
WEDC
Madison, WI  

Rachel Smith
Business Banking Sales Manager
US Bank
Milwaukee, WI

Willie Smith
Executive Director
Northwest Side Community 
Development Corporation
Milwaukee, WI

Sheila Smith
Community Organizer
Northwest Side Community
Development Corporation
Milwaukee, WI

Aisha Smith
Loan Portfolio Specialist
Northwest Side Community 
Development Corporation
Milwaukee, WI

Alex Solanki
Business Banker
Horicon Bank
Horicon, WI

Eric Sonnleitner
Planner
North Central WI Regional 
Planning Commission
Wausau, WI

Jennifer Stephany
Executive Director
Appleton Downtown Inc.
Appleton, WI

Mark Steward
Planning and Community 
Development Manager
Vierbicher
Madison, WI
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John Stibal
President
First-Ring Industrial 
Redevelopment Enterprise 
West Allis, WI

Steve Storkan
Employee Ownership 
Expansion Network
Arlington, VA

Chris Swartz
West Bend, WI

Kim Swisher
Coordinator
WI Indigenous Economic 
Development Corp. (WIEDC)
Eagle River, WI

Peter Thillman
Chief Economic  
Development Off icer
Shawano County Economic 
Progress Inc
Shawano, WI

Julie Thoney
Manager, Community Service & 
Economic Development
Xcel Energy
Eau Claire, WI

Renee Torzala
New North, Inc.
Green Bay, WI

Colan Treml
Economic Development Director
Oshkosh Chamber of Commerce
Oshkosh, WI

Jon Turke
Vice President - Government Affairs
Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce
Appleton, WI  

Heather Turner Loth
Principal
Eppstein Uhen Architects

Sadie Vander Velde	
President/CEO
Envision Greater Fond du Lac
Fond du Lac, WI

Aina Vilumsons
Chief Executive Off icer
Wisconsin Procurement Institute 
(WPI)
Wauwatosa, WI

Donna Walker
Senior Economic
Development Specialist
Dairyland Power
La Crosse, WI  

Charlie Walker
CEO/President
Chippewa County Economic 
Development Corporation
Chippewa Falls, WI

Lance Walter
Vice President
WBD: Your Business Finance 
Resource	
Oshkosh, WI

Jonathan Ward
Milwaukee, WI

Mike Ward
Vice President Business and 
Community Development
WEDC
Madison, WI

Darrin Wasnieski
Associate State Director
AARP
Madison, WI  

Tim Weber
Senior Economic  
Development Director	
WEDC	
Madison, WI

David Weiss
Partner
General Capital Group
Fox Point, WI

Michael Welsh
WEDA
Deforest, WI

Erin Welty
WEDC
Madison, WI

Samuel Wessel
Senior Planner
North Central WI Regional 
Planning Commission
Wausau, WI

Aaron White
Economic Development Manager
City of Eau Claire
Eau Claire, WI

Angel Whitehead
President/CEO
Centergy, Inc.
Wausau, WI

Jake Wiensch
Business & Communications 
Specialist
City of Eau Claire
Eau Claire, WI

Bon Wikenheiser
Associate Director
UW Institute for Business & 
Entrepreneurship
Madison, WI

Jessica Wildes
Communications and Economic 
Development Director
City of West Bend
West Bend, WI

Peggy Williams-Smith
President & CEO
VISIT Milwaukee	
Milwaukee, WI

Dennis Winters
WI Dept. of Workforce 
Development
Madison, WI  

Christopher Woojtowicz
SBDC International  
Trade Consultant
IBE SBDC
Madison, WI

Alex Ysquierdo
Diverse Business  
Development Manager
WEDC
Madison, WI

Aaron Zitzelsberger
Director of Global  
Trade & Investment
WEDC
Madison, WI

Suzanne Zwaska
Vice President
US Bank	
Milwaukee, WI
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Reach out to learn more 
about Spectrum’s $668 
million initiative to expand 
broadband availability to 
unserved Wisconsin homes 
and small businesses.
Celeste Flynn, Director of State Government Affairs  
Charter Communications  
414-277-4193 
Celeste.Flynn@Charter.com
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ONE COUNTY
ONE VISION

county.milwaukee.gov/vision

MILWAUKEE 
COUNTY

In Milwaukee County, we are taking an all-hands 
approach to realizing our vision that by achieving racial 

equity, Milwaukee is the healthiest county in Wisconsin. 
Together we will dismantle institutional racism in 

our organization and build up policies, practices and 
a culture that ensures race no longer predicts health 

outcomes, and outcomes for everyone improve.

The Wisconsin Center for Manufacturing and Productivity (WCMP) 
collaborates with the UW Stout Manufacturing Outreach Center and 
WMEP Manufacturing Solutions to help Wisconsin manufacturers 
grow their businesses and become more profitable. This work has 
resulted in over $5 billion in economic impact.

www.wicmp.org

Bread Pedalers

G R O W  W I T H  U S !
Learn more about starting or expanding your business in 

West Allis at www.westalliswi.gov/development.

Inkwell Tattoo Company

Ope! Brewing Co.
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1   Analyze the market

2   Measure project feasibility 

3   Forecast economic impact

4    Control development progress

5   Eliminate blight

6   Re-imagine a destination

Go big this year. (715) 581-1452 

redevelopment-resources.com

RESOLUTIONS:
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Navigating 
today’s 
challenges  
for a  
confident 
tomorrow

Your concerns are our concerns,  
from forging strong growth goals 
to exploring effective solutions for 
financial obligations. We’re all about 
building strong communities.  
We go there, with you.

Go there. Start here.
Let’s connect  
https://www.bakertilly.com/specialties/economic-development-for-local-governments

Baker Tilly US, LLP, trading as Baker Tilly, is a member of the global network of Baker Tilly International Ltd., the members of which are 
separate and independent legal entities. © 2023 Baker Tilly US, LLP 
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Harnessing our energy to  
power community growth.  
Our top-quartile reliability and 
industry-leading renewable energy 
portflolio, combined with our 
competitive pricing and incentive 
programs, make our service area an 
attractive option for development.  
At Xcel Energy, we know what it means 
to be connected to our Wisconsin 
communities. Together, we’ll keep this 
a great place to live, work and grow.

Visit xcelenergy.com/Community  
for more information.

© 2023 Xcel Energy Inc.

OUR COMMUNITY 
GROWTH. OUR 

ENERGY FUTURE.
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© 2020 Alliant Energy 18500  12/20 MJ

At Alliant Energy, we serve our communities in Iowa and Wisconsin with highly  
reliable electricity and natural gas. But we deliver more than just energy.  
We also provide innovative solutions to achieve sustainable growth. 

Project management:  
We lead projects from start to finish.  

Site availability:  
We own or control large pieces of certified land. 

Integrity:  
We keep our promises by being reliable and trustworthy.

Learn more about partnering with us at  
alliantenergy.com/economicdevelopment.

It’s not just about providing energy.
It’s about offering innovative solutions.
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At Alliant Energy, we serve our communities in Iowa and Wisconsin with highly  
reliable electricity and natural gas. But we deliver more than just energy.  
We also provide innovative solutions to achieve sustainable growth. 

Project management:  
We lead projects from start to finish.  

Site availability:  
We own or control large pieces of certified land. 

Integrity:  
We keep our promises by being reliable and trustworthy.

Learn more about partnering with us at  
alliantenergy.com/economicdevelopment.
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You see possibility.
We see you.

Member FDIC. ©2019 U.S. Bank  251301c 10/19

“World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names  
and marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC.

When you are ready to plan for the future, spend some time with  

financial tools and resources that are designed to help you work toward your goals. 

Start your journey with us – we are here to support you. usbank.com/financialiq

U.S. Bank is proud to support the Governor’s Conference on Economic Development



what if-ers   dreamers   something-more seekers    
difference makers   consensus builders   hard workers    
team players   big thinkers   early birds   what’s next-ers

live
we

for

wedc.org

We love to help Wisconsin businesses and  
communities bring their visions to life. 
That’s how we look forward. 



WEDA COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARDS
Nominations Open May 8, 2023   |   Nominations Close June 9, 2023

Award Ceremony will take place at the WEDA Fall Best Practices Conference in Wausau

FEBRUARY 1, 2023
Academy:  Real Estate Project Analysis:  
	 Historic Building Redevelopment to Greenfield Development Seminar

MARCH 8, 2023 
WEDA Legislative Day at the Capitol

APRIL 12, 2023
Academy:  Stretching Your Community Marketing Dollars Webinar

MAY 1-4, 2023
Wisconsin BEDC Radisson Hotel and Conference Center, Green Bay, WI

MAY, 2023
WEDA CRA Network Community Development Banker Roundtable, Green Bay, WI

JULY, 2023
WEDA CRA Network Affordable Housing Roundtable, Madison, WI

AUGUST 9, 2023
Academy: An Economic Developer’s Guide to Municipal Engineering Terms Webinar

SEPTEMBER 27, 2023
Academy: Tax Increment Financing Seminar
WEDA CRA Network Community Revitalization & Stabilization Forum, Wausau, WI

SEPTEMBER 27 – 29, 2023
WEDA Fall Best Practices Conference, Jefferson Street Inn, Wausau, WI

NOVEMBER 8, 2023
Academy: Industrial & Business Park Development Webinar

JANUARY 31 – FEBRUARY 2, 2024
WEDA Governor’s Conference, Kalahari, Wisconsin Dells, WI

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2023-2024


